Suggestions for a Structure for the teaching of English to be delivered by Volunteers

· Conversational English with people whose accents are British or American. Currently children find understanding English without an African accent  difficult which is understandable as anyone who has learned a foreign language will recognise. 

· This conversational English could incorporate general knowledge about anything and everything to do with the world at large so that this can be enhanced. Children have little exposure to anything beyond their immediate environment. Use of a voice recorder would be beneficial.
· A structured general knowledge programme for the above or extra to it. 

· Writing lessons to promote the ability to write well structured English. The children have difficulty writing. Due to lack of resources and class sizes, they mainly copy off the board and opportunities for writing are limited, consequently most experience at least some difficulty. Shared writing is a good way in and less daunting than having to produce something individually. There is a great deal of conversation and language development through practising shared writing. There is also the fact that reading is taught through writing. This is a common practice when working with children suffering from dyslexia. It is a well known educational fact that if you get things right for children with learning difficulties then you will have things right for the whole class.
· Phonics. Working with small groups of the youngest children teaching phonics will really help them with reading, writing and the pronunciation of English in spoken language.
· Comprehension work related to reading materials as they are good at rote reading but some have limited comprehension 

· They need stories read to them - probably good to have someone there to help with the understanding of English with the English accent. 

· They need the opportunity to read stories so that reading is not purely study related. Shared reading with the opportunity for discussion would be good. 

· A homework club

· An after school reading club – serialised reading would be an idea.

If children produced stories during their writing lessons, these could be simply covered to serve as story books for the school’s younger children.

The emphasis is on language because that's where it all learning starts, but some volunteers might have expertise in Science or the Humanities. If volunteers were planning to teach these subjects, it would need to be more tailored to the current  focus being taught by the school’s subject teacher and the volunteer should work closely with that teacher to plan a programme of either in class support or group teaching to support that teachers’ delivery of the focus.

The Writing lessons and Phonics suggestion is written in bold to emphasise that it is probably the most useful thing you could teach when working with the children.

